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of Ms daughter if he had one, and the more because he is
a man with a capacity for loving without having anything
in the world to love. It is become his province to educate,
instruct, and form the most interesting mind and character
in the world. No occupation was ever more engrossing
or involved greater responsibility. I have no doubt that
Melbourne is both equal to and worthy of the task, and that
it is fortunate she has fallen into his hands, and that he
discharges this great duty wisely, honourably, and con-
scientiously. There are, however, or rather may be here-
after, inconveniences in the establishment of such an intimacy,
and in a connexion of so close and affectionate a nature be-
tween the young Queen and her Minister; for whenever the
Government, which hangs by a thread, shall be broken up,
the parting will be painful, and their subsequent relations
will not be without embarrassment to themselves, nor fail to
be the cause of jealousy in others. It is a great proof of the
discretion and purity of his conduct and behaviour, that he
is admired, respected, and liked by all the Court.
Yesterday I went to Battersea and dined with Eobert
Eden, the Rector,1 and he took me before dinner to see his
lions, and introduced me to scenes very different from those
which I am used to see. We went to different manufactories,
a saw-mill, a pottery, to the lunatic asylum, to the work-
house, and we visited several poor people at their cottages,
when he enquired into the circumstances of the sick or the
indigent; but what struck me most forcibly was the school
(upon Bell's system) and the extraordinary acquirements of
the boys. Eden examined them, and invited me to do so, in
arithmetic, geography, English history, and the Bible, and
their readiness and correctness were really surprising. I
doubt whether many of the children of the rich, who are
educated at a vast expense at private or public schools, could
pass such an examination as these young paupers who are
instructed at the cost of about one guinea a year, The
greatest punishment that can be inflicted on one of these
boys is to banish him from school, such delight do they take
1 Afterwards Bishop of Bath and Wells.
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